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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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     Jesus said, " All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you:" (Matt 28:18-20) Does this sound like something Jesus would teach?


     We can surely see the fallacy of this but I wonder if we realize that in our own way we can make decisions that set aside God's authority without giving it much thought. If it is right to assemble as saints on a regular basis (Heb. 10: 25) can we at our discretion choose not to do so? If it is right to remember the Lord's death on the first day of the week, (I Cor. 11: 26) can we at our discretion choose not to do so? If it is right to give as we are prospered on the first day, (I Cor. 16: 2) can we at our discretion choose not to do so? If something is condemned by God's word can we at our discretion choose to participate in it anyway? We all know the answers to these questions. Nonetheless many make the wrong choices about such questions every day and it is our choices that determined our relationship to God.


James said, " To him therefore that knoweth to do good and doeth it not, to him it is sin." (James 4:17)


      The a-fore mentioned decisions are made to please men and it matters not by what authority they come. It is only important that we remember that the authority of our Lord is the measure by which we live. As we worship Him let us be submissive to His authority in every aspects of life.





			JP





      "First things first" centers around the Hebrew writer's exhortation to "consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession" (Hebrews 3:1).  The epistle was written to wavering Jewish Christians who were tempted to go back to Judaism.  The writer shows that the greatness of Jesus' person and work was far better than anything the old covenant offered.  "Consider" in the original language means to observe fully and carefully.  Christianity is a relation of faith with a person, the Lord Jesus.  In running the daily race of faith, we must ever be "fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith" (Heb12:2)


Jesus declares, "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end" (Revelation 22:13).  Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.  From beginning to end, the significance of the Son of God pervades the scheme of redemption.  Jesus is the hub of the Bible.  Old Testament Scriptures testified of Him (John 5:39).  He is the aspiration of dozens of Messianic prophecies (Luke 24:27, 44ff).


      To know what God the Father is like, we must look at God the Son, because He is God with skin on (John 1:18; 14:9).  "And the word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the father, full of grace and truth" (John 1:14).  Jesus as the Word communicates all of God we can know and all of God 





father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes


and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple" (Luke 14:26).  "Hate" here is a Hebrew idiom for "love far less in comparison."  I know how much I love my darling wife, my two precious daughters and other dear ones.  How well do I know and love Him?"  How challenging that Jesus admits no close rivals!  He is the most important person in my life, the central commitment of my existence.  He must be first and foremost or nothing.  


      We glorify God in the name "Christian" (1 Peter 4:16), which means "follower of Christ."  Ask some folks what they are religiously and they'll chirp, "I'm Church of Christ."  Conceptually, that would be the same as identifying your nationality as "I'm United States of America."  "Church" is a collective noun for a group of Christians.  Individually, each one is simply a Christian.  Ultimate loyalty is to Jesus Christ, not to a religious movement or party of people.


      Jesus calls for responsive faith in Himself (John 6:29).  An inherited, creedal faith is a phony substitute for personal faithfulness to Jesus.  Paul knew Him whom he had believed (2 Timothy 1:12), so that his faith was not in a system but in the author of the system.  This is discerning the difference between the author and the product.  The Ephesians church was doctrinally right on many issues, but they had lost their first love for Jesus and stood condemned (Revelation 2:2ff).  The proper, loving response to the Lord is obedience to all his directives of that system, because it came from Him (John 114:15).











					





Consider Jesus


By W. Frank Walton





Things familiar sometimes cease to be forceful.  We can take life's most vital things for granted.  A gospel preacher in China recently talked to a Chinese college student.  The topic turned to reading English out of the Bible.  The Chinese man had never before seen a Bible.  The evangelist asked, "What do you think of Jesus Christ?"  With a puzzled expression, the young man replied, "Who is that?"  Imagine someone who has never heard of the name, much less about the person and work of Jesus Christ!














we need. Jesus' incarnation was the supreme expression of God' compassionate favor toward a lost and dying race.  The ultimate manifestation of truth or saving reality was embodied in a person, not in some abstract, esoteric theological philosophy He alone is the only mediator and way back to God (1 Timothy 2:5; John 14:6).  His gracious sacrifice on the cross is the only meritorious offering that can atone for all our sins (Hebrews 9:26).   As for His godly life, God determined that each person destined for glory should "be conformed to the image of His Son" (Romans 8:29).  Each day is a new opportunity to walk as He walked" (1 John 2:4): to become more like Him in thought, word and deed.  He became, as we are in order to make us like Him and fitted for glory.  


      This issue of what we think of Jesus is so critical that Paul wrote this imprecation:  "If anyone does not love the Lord, let him be accursed: (1 Corinthians 16:22).  "Love" (phileo) is the type of love that is a warm emotional feeling, stirred at the depths of our hearts by all Jesus should mean to us.  If anyone does not have an exalted, right attitude about Jesus, they stand under divine judgment.  Life's central issue is that a person must have a heart aflame with passionate love for the Lord Himself, or he is a cursed antagonist of the Lord's way. There is no middle ground.  Jesus boldly claims, "If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own,








Discretionary Authority  031917


All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth. (Matt 28:18)





     From my earliest memories of school lunches, one of the things that stand out most is "fish Friday". It was the practice of the school lunchroom to serve fish every Friday to accommodate the students who were from Catholic homes and believed it was a sin (a violation of church teaching) to eat meat on Friday. I don't know if this is done much today but throughout my school years and on into military service great effort was made to accommodate this belief. 


      For as long as I can remember Catholics have defended this doctrine and those who practice the teachings of the Catholic Church abstain from meat by substituting fish. Right or wrong, credit is due for holding to what they believe. You would think, however, that something so strongly believed would ingrained itself into a person so that to do otherwise would violate the conscience so deeply that they could not do it. After all it has been a sin a long time.


      During the past week it was announced several times that, because St. Patrick's Day falls on Friday, the ArchBishop of the Savannah diocese was lifting this ban so Catholics could enjoy corned beef and cabbage (a St Patrick's day staple) if they wished.


Suddenly it is no longer a sin? When the celebration is over and the restriction is reinstated it will again become a sin? What nonsense!  It is within the right of the Catholic Church to give its "clergy" what ever authority it wishes but the authority required for something like this is abstract from anything in God's


Word and does not come from our Lord.
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem has ask for special prayer


on her behalf. 


Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer. 


Sis. Joyce Green; Bro. Jack and Josh 


Sis Bonnie Smith's aunt is in rehab.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby.


The Butlers who are experiencing some


personal difficulties.  


The Hammonds as they anticipate their


new baby.


____________________________


Our Gospel Meeting


Begins next Sunday


Have you made your plans to attend 


Each Service?


Don't miss this feast of God's word


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Joe Phillips


Song Leader---Steve Huff


Lord's Supper---Marty Hammond


   Asst. 1-----Rodee Bruns	


   Asst. 2-----Grant Hicks


   Asst. 3-----Zachary Huff


   Asst. 4-----Anthony Petrochko


   Asst. 5-----Jim Statham


2nd Prayer----Ken Gay


Read Scripture---Mark Bowman


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Jason Gaston


Closing Prayer-----Malcolm Smith


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Jeff Lacquement


Song Leader-----Rex Veteto


2nd Prayer------Anthony Petrechko


Read Scripture ---Grant Hicks


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Marty Hammond


Announcements----Jason Gaston


Closing Prayer-----Joey Jackson


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Rodee Bruns


Invitation---Jim Statham


Closing Prayer---Rex Veteto





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














